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•Gavin Dishart, newly appointed minister to the village of Thrums in Scot-
land, arrives with his mother to take charge of the pariah. Tne residents
are poverty-stricken weavers, who have had riots against th~ manutact r.
and have more than once repulsed attacks from the constabl~ and the sol
diers. They are deeply religious. DiBhart, despite his youth, makes a pro
found impression, particularly in the case of Rob Dow, the village drunk
ard. Do becomes his fast t"riend. In. the wood near 1'hrwu, there h been
seen a young woman, a sort of gypsy - whom the natives call "!he Egyptian".
She ie really Babbie, the rd of the rich Lord Rintoul, whOle castl il
nearby. Lord Rintoul found her as a babys deserted by the gypsies, and
reared her. There was always the understandin th t eventually B bbie should
be. Rintoul's wife. Babbie. at the caatle, le rns of a raid by the soldier,
and her aympa thies being with the townspeople. she warns them and urges them
to fight. DiShart. urges them to peacetully submit. Babbie's worde are given
more heed to, and Dishart finds himself ered at the girl. Capt. Halliwell.
haa Babbie captured for giving the warnin , but she oleverly escapee, and
succeeds in getting by the soldiers in the village with Dishart'. aid. Di
hart finds himselt unable to intorm on the g1 rl who po e as his wit in or
der to get by the guard. He' hides her in his gardm tor the night and she
wri tee a note which she places in his Bibl • D1 art, announcing the text
on the fo1.10ng Sunday, tinds the note fr<lll the tian in which she aske
if his actions ot the previoue night do not constitute a SootCh marri ge.
nishart greatly disturbed, preaches against the wilee ot wo n. DI8hart
and Dr. KCQ,ueen go to the hut ot BalllV ..ebster to take her to the poorhous •
Babbie appears and takes the part ot the old woman, offering to pay tor her
keep. Sh and iehart chat and th ir mutual intere.t grows. nny mor
meetings occur in Which Dilhart and Babbie find themeelve in love. ob Dow
notioes the meetinge and, tea.lng tor ~e atet7 ot hi "li.tle adn! ter-
warns Babble to stay a....y trom hi. !h town.people begin to go.siP. 0
the 1denti ty of the girl 1s not yet known to anybody but)(o e n and Do •
Meantime, RintOUl becomes impatient and demands tbat Babbie .et the 4at tor
th~ir wedding. Dillbart prool lme his lOTe. Babble tell. hi it i. hopeleee.
She meets .icah Dow, li ttle son ot th drunkards who t 11. h r t h r at-
tentions mean to the career of the lni.ter.!he villag rs would stone hi.
from their mid.t it they knew. Babbie s.ee that lIbe must giTe up Dl rt
goes back and sete th date for the ..edding with RintOUl. Dishart searche.
in vain f'or her for daye.
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